HEATING

medium, because apart
from ease of distribution
in any type of develop-
ment, it requires no traps,
thus avoiding continuous
slight losses and frequent
inspection and mainten-
ance of the long-distance
mains; the self-equalising
capacity of the water and
the adjustment of the
water temperatures to
outdoor temperatures
help to increase the
thermal efficiency of the
system and to reduce the
loss of heat in distribu-
tion. Hot water as a
medium is also best

211. Electric storage water heater.

adapted   for  providing  a domestic hot  water
supply.

The initial costs for the local installation are less
than for any other type of central heating, owing
to the absence of the boiler. The prime costs for
the distributing and generating plant would be
charged as part of the running cost. Total
running costs would be slightly in excess of those
tfor individual central heating installations, owing
to the payment for service and maintenance.
From 40 to over 50 per cent of the heat contents
of the coal needed reaches the consumer.

DOMESTIC HOT WATER SERVICE
A domestic hot water supply is a necessity in a

modern house. Without it a high standard of

cleanliness is well-nigh impossible.
Small quantities of water can be heated on

cooking appliances.  The kettle on the gas ring or

on the kitchen range may provide hot water for

212. Gas  water heater.